
INDIAN EXPRESS FINANCIAL EXPRESS EXPRESSINDIA LOKSATTA JANSATTA SCREEN ePAPER TODAY'S PAPER eBOOK WEATHER

Quee bee syndrome

Shombit Sengupta

Updated: Mon, 7 Jul 2014, 18:37Mon, 15 Apr 2013, 7:08 IST

Follow

Key Words

ASTROLOGY CRICKET SHOPPING

Home India World Business Cities Photos Sports Entertainment Lifestyle Tech Opinions Talk Videos Archive

Like 162k

B E C O M E  A  P E R S O N A L  T R A I N E R

Get ISSA Certified At Your Own Pace Get Your Career Evaluation Kit.

   |

Carnatic in the Classroom
Suanshu Khurana : Sun Apr 14 2013, 23:04 hrs

Nursing School Online  www.chamberlain.edu Earn Your RN To BSN in 3 Semesters.  Online, Affordable & User

Friendly!See Your Ad On Google  www.Google.com/AdWor Advertise Your Business On Google.  Get A Free Rs.

2,000 Trial Coupon!See Your Ad On Google  www.Google.com/AdWor Advertise Your Business On Google.  Get A

Free Rs. 2,000 Trial Coupon!

Ads by Google

TOP STORIES

Need for Atal Behari

Vajpayee-like thinking to
govern India: JD(U)

Coal scam: Govt may not

field its law officers,
including AG, to represent

CBI

Takeover tycoon R P

Goenka dies at 83

IPL 2013 LIVE: Gambhir,

Kallis, Morgan guide KKR

to 180/4

Will teach lesson to SP

goons when we come

back to power: Mayawati

Chitravina N Ravikiran on teaching classical music to schoolchildren

in the US and how he wishes he could do the same in India

It is not often that complex Carnatic ragas such as Bangala and Nattai

echo in the corridors of a school in the US. But that's what happened

last month when Chitravina N Ravikiran, a well-known Carnatic

musician, taught students of Middleton School District in Wisconsin

how to play these ragas on their violins, cellos and violas. Ravikiran

himself plays the chitravina, a 20-stringed slide guitar, that his family

is named after.

The young students had no doubt been lectured about their illustrious

teacher — how Ravikiran could identify and render 325 ragas and 175

rhythmic cycles of Carnatic music at the age of two. How he belongs

to an illustrious gharana like many Indian maestros. Ravikiran

trained under his father Chitravina Narasimhan and is the grandson

of Gotuvadyam Narayana Iyengar, fondly referred to as "the wizard

of strings" by the people of Mysore and Trivandrum.

At present, Ravikiran, also a vocalist and a composer, is busy

expanding the borders of Indian classical music — and the performance in Wisconsin was a part of

this effort. Merging two disparate musical genres is anything but easy, he adds. Since Indian and

Western classical music are based on different structures — the former is melody-driven and an

oral legacy while the latter is harmony-based and written down — Ravikiran says that he tweaks

things a little. "Carnatic music is one of the most scientific systems in the world. If we wish to

communicate our culture with others, we must be able to reach out and do it in their language,"

says the musician, who created a concept of Melharmony (a combination of melody and harmony)

for foreign students.
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He had the entire traditional piece of music written with Western notation, thus enabling school

orchestras to perform these just as they would any Western piece. "The enthusiasm of the students

was heartwarming. They asked me intelligent questions and showed interest in the chitravina, too,"

he says. He was roped in for these workshops after Vanitha Suresh, a US-based music promoter,

took up the initiative to introduce Indian music at the grass-root level in schools in America.

Ravikiran hopes the Indian government will do the same for students here. Pt Ravi Shankar had

suggested in the '60s that classical music be included in school curriculums. "It is imperative that

the government create a macro-level system like in the US and the UK so that millions of our

children can get acquainted with our culture," says Ravikiran, who has also held meetings with

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on the issue. He was a part of the core committee dealing with

music education in schools and has submitted a syllabus for classical music from Class I to VIII.

Away from classrooms, Ravikiran is planning to collaborate with guitarist Roland van

Campenhout at the Europalia Festival, Belgium, this year and will present a new piece with artistes

of the BBC Philharmonic in the UK in the next few months.
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