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ORGEGON (WI), December 3: The Tyagaraja-Mozart Melharmony festival organized by Indian Music Melody is an experience

Circle of Wisconsin and Arohana School of Music brought two all-time-great composers from two Kaveri, Saint Thyagaraja’s muse

different parts of the world — Tyagaraja (1767 - 1847) and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 — 1791) - on

the same platform via Melharmony, a new age music pioneered by Chitravina N Ravikiran.

This year's multi-composer multi-cultural festival attracted audiences from thousands of miles away
across the U.S. - from California in the West to Virginia in the East. The festival was held on November

15, 2014 at Oregon, WI.

Tyagaraja in Western world

One of the highlights of the festival was a performance of Tyagaraja's masterpiece Paramatmudu (in
Vagadheeshwari) by Madison Bach Musicians (Kangwon Kim, Nathan Giglierano, Martha Giese Vallon
and Micah Behr). This is the first time that this great composition is presented by a western classical
orchestra. And, it received a resounding ovation from the multi-cultural audience. Ravikiran, who had
Melharmonically- arranged the masterpiece for the string quartet, also joined them on the chitravina.

The Quartet also played the first movement of the Mozart String Quartet in G major, K 387.

Rhythmic magic
The ensuing duet (Alchemy) by four-time Grammy winning drummer Glen Velez and vocal percussionist

Loire Cotler was sheer rhythmic magic. Porke Yorash, a Sephardic piece in Latino, seemed to be based
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on the Minor Scale (Raga Keeravani), was rendered brilliantly by Ravikiran, Glen and Loire, billed as the
ta-ki-Ta Trio.

This was followed by a short solo by guest star Gaurav Mazumdar (sitar) in Behag with Hindole
Majumdar (tabla). The highlight of the evening was Tel Halaf - rhythmic streaks of thunder and lightning
on the Frame Drum and vocals, painted on a clear blue canvas of Shanmukhapriya eloquently played by
the indomitable Ravikiran. The concert ended with a beautiful but short RTP composed by Ravikiran in

Abheri, and included interactions between Carnatic, Hindustani and Western.

Guest of Honour Maestro John DeMain (Conductor of the Madison Symphony & Opera) spoke
eloquently of the "consummate musicians" and the "contemplative, meditative, and beautiful music". He

was especially appreciative of the coming together of the quartet and Ravikiran.

Leyla Sanyer (Director of the Oregon School Orchestra) welcomed the gathering, and announced that
their orchestra would premiere Tyagaraja's Shara shara (Kuntalavarali), melharmonically arranged by
Chitravina N Ravikiran on December 11. Ravikiran explained how Melharmony showcased similarities
between the Eastern and Western systems, and enriched both by creating new types of chords and

counter-points with an emphasis on melodic rules.

The all-day festival also featured individual/group recitals by nearly 100 participants from various cities
in the U.S., who presented works of both Tyagaraja and Mozart. Individual/group dance recitals
included interpretations of Nagumomu (Abheri) by Meenakshi Ganesan, Brovabaramma (Bahudari) by

Sulakshana Jayaram, and a Kuchipudi version of Paramatmudu (Vagadeeshwari) by Dr Sangita Rangala.

There was also a short panel discussion on Mozart and Tyagaraja by Dr. Gloria Chuang & Vanitha
Suresh, moderated by Sriram Emani (CEO - Indian Raga). This was followed by neat renditions of
Tyagaraja's Meluko Dayanidhi (Sowrashtram) and Shambho Shiva (Shankarabharanam) by over twenty

students/musicians from the Midwestern States of the U.S.

In summary, the second annual Melharmony festival showcasing the works of Tyagaraja and Mozart was

as successful as its predecessor (Oottukkadu Venkata Kavi) OVK-Bach Festival.

The organizers have announced that the 2015 festival would be the (Muttuswamy) Dikshitar-Beethoven

festival.

http://www .carnaticdarbar.com/news/201401/20141203.asp

2nd Melharmony festival at Oregeon brings Tyagaraja, Mozart alive - Carnatic Music News - Darbar for classical music / classical dance

YOU ARE
ONE STEP
AWAY FROM WINING

NEXUS 6

GREAT

ONLINE
H2p

SHEPPING
FESTIVAL

Aditya Birla Money
MyUniverse

2/3



12/7/2014 2nd Melharmony festival at Oregeon brings Tyagaraja, Mozart alive - Carnatic Music News - Darbar for classical music / classical dance

Post your comments

Printer friendly page

Send this article to Friends by E-Mail

<< Back
News Archive
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
2013 2014
Jan' 14 Feb'14 Mar' 14 Apr' 14 May' 14 Jun' 14
Jul' 14 Aug' 14 Sep' 14 Oct' 14 Nov' 14 Dec' 14
Find the latest songs now :
Discover the newest chart toppers with Google. Start searching!
O O
B h Home Legends Carnatic Music Tid-bits
K \': About Us Interviews Food for Thought Tribute
B Guestbook News Musical Chimes Classifieds
Y ; u Site Map Views Rumination Web Links
Carnatic E
— Qgp b % P Review Photo Gallery Public Darbar
' Raga Personality Youth Darbar
Shopping Darbar
copyright © 2008 - 2011 Carnatic Darbar designed by adroit techno solutions

http://www .carnaticdarbar.com/news/201401/20141203.asp


http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/tid-bits/titbits.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/Tribute/d-k-pattammal.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/classifieds.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/weblinks.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/public-Darbar/reader-comments.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/Youth-Darbar/Young-Darbar.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/Shopping/Shopping-Darbar.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/music/music.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/food_for_thought.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/musical_chimes/musical_chimes.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/rumination/rumination.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/gallery/gallery.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/personality/personality.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/legends/legends.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/interviews/interviews.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/news.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/views/views.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/review/review.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/raga/raga.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/index.htm
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/aboutus.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/guestbook.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/sitemap.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/200802.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/200901.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201001.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201101.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201201.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201301.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201401.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201401.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201401.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201401.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201404.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201404.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201406.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201406.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201408.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201408.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/201408.asp
http://www.carnaticdarbar.com/news/news.asp
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CzXiuiw-EVJPFIdbZuAT3r4HwA4fy7dIGv4783Y8BkqvizC0QASCrluIDYOWS6IPYDsgBAagDAcgDwwSqBJ8BT9AXaTby3tBRoU-G-hVQSm7dwdYjKV7lmQSOqqs3EhfwzqFsCPE0dHj2qiM0qh5WBjRYrRO-0Wpn1oNIG2-sLL7RBH1U0D6-yIsz_sgs0s3Ag_r6USH_dQBUoYFRiCA0kgedmodZZVDvWgg23WbkJAjR2urYYc7YW8-AYUDqfiNYHNhWUCeUIOF_FIZ6McYk0BKJmHtvX-K_JlyFIxMLgAevk8Qv&num=1&sig=AOD64_3iKyI3v0__6olkO7vadj_8eyhjUQ&client=ca-pub-2364860103615484&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/281079901%3B107906297%3Bn

